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WHO IS MY PASTOR’S PASTOR? 


T dawned on me the other day 

that my pastor has no pastor, no 
human undershepherd to whom he 
can turn when days are dark. 

Like most church members, I 
have called my pastor when there 
was need, and he never failed me. 
But who is his pastor? Who rushes 
to his side when the load is heav- 
ier than he can bear alone? 

Is there not something within all 
of us which cries out for sympathy 
and understanding? Is my pastor 
an exception merely because he is 
my pastor? 

The Saviour tured aside to talk 
with the Father and spent long 
hours with Him who meets the serv- 
ant in the secret places, and who 
never forsakes them. But our Lord 
also needed John and Peter and 
others. No doubt in later years 
those very disciples grieved be- 
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cause et slept while He suffered 
alone in the Garden. 
I have made a resoltuion which, 


by God’s help, I shall not break. 


I am determined that my pastor . 

shall not lack the sympathetic un- uh aa Tah 

derstanding which I can give. As » eae 

as member of my church, I shall, in Recent Books 101 

some way, be a shepherd’s friend. Topical Index 105 
Selected Buyers’ Guide 106 
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L swat never forget a prayer-meeting we held one night in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, A group of some fifty of us sang “‘The Beautiful Garden of Prayer,” 
Sweet Hour of Prayer,” and other old hymns of the church. It was a beautiful 

moonlit night, and we could look down on the city of Jerusalem nestled at our 

feet. I shall never forget the feeling that passed over me as | realized that here 

our Saviour wrestled in the agony of Geth- 

semane. Around us were the gnarled and 


knotted olive trees, many of them over a Easter Me mories 


thousand years old. Some of them were 
said to be of sprouts from the roots of the of Jeru Salem 


trees that were there in the time of Christ. 


The Mount of Olives, just beyond the east- JAMES MILTON McKNIGHT 
em gate, is another scene that comes back 
to me at the Easter Season. Here it was, that He spent the night in prayer. Here He 
wept over Jerusalem. It was down the slope of Olivet that He came on His triumphal 
March into the city. Olivet was the last place on earth touched by His pierced feet, as 
He ascended into heaven, and according to the Scriptures, it will be the first point He 
will touch when He returns King of kings and Lord of lords. There are two churches on 
the Mount; one a Franciscan chapel and the other Russian. The interior of the Franciscan 
chapel was very beautiful with a color scheme of lavender and gold. The lovely lavender- 
stained glass windows and the magnificent paintings of “The Arrest in the Garden,” 
“Christ Healing Malchus’ Ear,” and “The Agony of Gethsemane”’ were most impressive, 
From the Mount of Olives one can see Bethlehem where Christ was born; Calvary, where 
He was crucified, and the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, where He was buried. 


The simplicity of the picture impressed us all. The hill has the form of a skull, with 
two big eye-sockets, a nose and a mouth, The caves in the side of the hill_form the eyes 
and the mouth, General Gordon was standing just outside the Damascus Gate and first 
noticed the striking resemblance of the whole hill to a human skull. He started excava- 
tions, which were later completed by the British Society of the High Anglican church, It 
is the old Jewishplace of stoning outside the city. It was here that our Saviour was crur 
cified on a cross for your sins and mine, 


Just a short distance away, is the Garden Tomb, It is really a beautiful garden kept up 
by the Anglican Society. Over the gates to the garden are these words, “T am the resur- 
rection and the Life.”’ There is the tomb, hewn out of the solid rock on the mountainside, 
with a window cut in the top to let in the light. It is unfinished. One can see overhead 
where the excavators were chiseling away on the rock when they had stopped working. 
Jospeh of Arimathea was havingit built for his own family, but had not finished it. There 
are places for wife and child or some relative. But an emergency arose. Christ was” 

crucified and Joseph belived Him to be his Lord, so he went and askedi for the body, 

and for the privilege of burying it in his tomb. Here is the spot where the highest and best 

_ scholarship says Christ was buried. | entered the tomb and stood for a whale looking at 
the place where our Lord lay. An inscription on a tomb nearby says, ““Buried near my 
Lord.” It could not have been the grave of a slave, for a slave would not have had an 
inscription carved on his tomb. It is thought to be the gue of an early Christian who 
wanted to be buried near his Lord and Saviour. [t was here that He broke the bands of 
death and rose again on the third day. If, at this Easter Season, we could take doun 
our New Testaments and read over and over again, those events of Christ’s last week 
on earth, if we could enter again into His experiences of Gethsemane, the Mount of 
Olives, Calvary, the Old Rugged Cross and the Garden Tomb, we would feel again the 
surge of His Spirit in our hearts and lives, calling on us to live more sacrificially for — 


Him today. 


= 
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VISION 


and 


ACTION 


PAUL WAGNER ROTH, D.D. 


NE does not ordinarily think of 

Peter as a man of vision. We think 

of him rather as a man of hasty 
and impetuous action. Nevertheless he 
must have had sudden and profound in- 
sight into the meaning of the miracle 
(Luke 5:1-11) which he had just wit- 
nessed, or else his whole character and 
career would not have been so strangely 
transformed. 

Peter not only saw the amazing mate- 
rial facts of the miracle spread out be- 
for him as obviously as the waves of 
the sea and the nets they were hauling, 
but he also had a flash of illumination 
and insight into the spiritual and eter 
nal significance of these facts. It was 
Peter’s vision hour; it sheds its reveal- 
ing light upon our own. To each one 
comes the hour when we look “‘not at 
at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen.’’ All things 
are made for us to look at and from 
them we are to learn great truths about 
God and our life with Him. When we fail 
to do so He sometimes makes things 
conspicuous by what we call miracles. 
By a lightning-flash of His power He 
arrests our thought and fixes it upon 
what we had overlooked -- His eternal 
omnipotence which fills heaven and 
earth. 

Men mistake solidity for reality. That 
alone is reality which lies behind 
things, the eternal, the unchanging, the 
spiritual. We look upon the things that 
are seen until they become transparent 
and pass out of our view, while the in- 
ner steadfast gaze is fixed upon what 
is utterly invisible to sensual sight. 
Then suddenly we are down on our 
knees along with Peter, saying, “‘De- 
part from me QO Lord, for I am a sinful 
man. 

In the light of the miracle Peter sees 

deep into his own heart. Sudden and 
_ devastating is his insight into the es- 
sential quality of his character. Scales, 
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as it were, fall from his eyes and he 
sees what manner of man he really is. 
With characteristic impetuosity he con- 
cludes his case is hopeless - “De- 
part from me, O Lord.”’ But no matter 
how hopeless we may consider our- 
selves the Lord does not abandon us. 
Nay, rather, “‘man’s extremity is God’s 
opportunity,’ and it is a great hour for 
Peter. 

On another most memorable occasion 
Peter has similar insight into himself. 
It was on the night in which he denied 
his Lord. Passing on His way from one 
court to another our Lord looked on 
Peter in the midst of his base denial, 
‘*And Peter went out and wept bitterly.”’ 
It is a very painful thing - this business 
of self-discovery. It is a sensitive thing 
for a look can set it in operation. It is 
a divine thing, for the Lord is in it. And 
it is a very comforting thing to remem- 
ber that the godly sorrow which it works 
in one’s heart produces repentance un- 
to life. Jesus does not turn away from 
us when our hour of insight has cast us 
upon the ground at His feet and filled 
us with despair of ourselves. It is no 
fault of His that we are cast down at 
the sight of Him. He came to lift us up, 
and He mercifully findsus where we are. 


In the miracle Peter sees the Christ. 
What Jesus meant to him before that 
hour we do not know for sure, but now 
he sees his Lord... .“‘Who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost.’’ That is the sight of Christ that — 
brings almighty and saving power with 
it and makes men Christian. 

Peter saw humanity in a new light 
from that moment on. Doubtless, at first 
it was very exciting to see all these 
people gathered there around his little 
fishing dock, but the crowd suddenly 
acquires a new significance in his 
eyes. Once he regarded them as a market 
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for fish. Now he looks at them as human 
beings, to whom life is as important as 
it is for himself. Because of his new in- 
sight Peter discovers a new meaning 
and responsibility even in the fish bus- 
ness. Is there not an application to our 
modern situation in all of this? Will our 
“‘big business men’’ never learn to look 
on the crowd with insight, understand- 
ing, and true brotherliness? Times will 
never become better until men in power 
and men under their power, co-operate 
to govern things in all respects as they 
honestly conceive Jesus would do if He 
were in their stead. 

The important thing to observe here 
is that Peter did something about it. He 
dealt sincerely with what he saw. He 
did not play psychoanalyst with his in- 
sight. He did not embalm it in his mem- 
ory and play museum with it. He did 
not drug himself into an emotional spree 
with it. He was obedient to it. And that 
made him great. Like St. Paul he was 


not only a man of vision but a man of 


action. Peter and Paul were dissimilar 
in almost every respect except this: 
they were both men of vision which is- 
sued in action. 

Peter acts on the Master’s call to 
discipleship. He obeys it. To do so 
means leaving all that had tied him to 
the old self-life. Many of those things 


were good and even lovely in them- 


selves. ... Will he lose the joy of watch- 
ing the sunlight gleam upon the blue 
waves of Galilee, and the comfort of 
feeling the lake breezes run their long 
fingers through his hair as he sails his 
boat on a breezy day? Yes, but does he 
not reason about such things because 
he is under a great spell -- the spell 
of a superior attraction and a still more 
powerful love. Much as he loved blue 
Galilee he now loves Jesus more. ‘‘They 
forsook all and followed Him.”’ 

Following Jesus is action of the most 
strenuous and thrilling kind. Peter was 
never so miserable in all his life as at 
those times when he ‘‘followed Him afar 
off.”’ The memories of how he stumbled 
and fell color every page of his two 
great Epistles. Although he was obedi- 
ent to the heavenly vision, left all and 
followed Him, yet many a time he stum- 
bled and fell. Again and again his Lord 
lifts him up and sets him on his way a 
sadder but wiser man. Take comfort in 
that! 

Yes, we are indebted to Peter. I 
seem to see him standing there, the 
martyr’s crown upon his head, his two 
great Epistles in his hands, a man of 
vision, a man of action, a man raised up 
of God to show us how we too may be 
saved, and the whole course of our lives 
changed by “‘looking unto Jesus.”’ 


CRIME CHALLENGES 
The CHURCH 


J. EDGAR HOOVER 


trenches of America’s crime pre- 
vention crusade! 

Never before has there been such a 
challenging need for aggressive, inspi- 
at igedexship among the boys and 
girls of this country. At the present 
time, only half of the youth of America 
are being reached by the churches, and 
of those who are being reached, entirely 
too many are merely “‘on the rolls. 

This failure to make contact with the 
bulk of tomorrow’s citizens is produc- 
ing a fertile field for juvenile crime. 


March, 1 955 


I 1 HE churches are in the front-line 


If America is to remain a Christian na- 
tion devoted to the fundamental ideals 
of the Beatitudes, the Ten Command- 
ments and the Golden Rule, then more 
adults must assume the responsibility 
of preparing young Americans for virile, 
dynamic Christian living. — 

Church attendance is a vital factor in 
the Nation’s crime prevention program. 
While serving as Director of the Feder- 
al Bureau of Investigation during the 

ast twenty years, I have been profound- 
ly impressed with the fact that the peo- 
ple who are church-goers are the most 
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substantial group of citizens in the Na- 
tion. Church attendance and crime appear 
to be like the ingredients of oil and 
water -- they do not mix. 

The churches have an excellent op- 
portunity to fight the causes of crime. 
They are many and varied. Crime usu- 
ally plants its seeds in the mind of 
a child during the early formative years. 
It comes when there is a lack of some- 
thing - lack of proper parental guidance, 
lack of wholesome companions, lack of 
discipline, lack of respect for the rigkts 
of others, disregard for parents and con- 
stituted authorities, the lack of emotion- 
al stability. The value of the church in 
filling many of these needs is obvious. 

Through experience, we of the FBI 
have also observed that those who are 
active in some church are also the peo- 
ple who seem most interested in estab- 
lishing a genuine “home’’ for the chil- 
dren. The greatest single factor in 
crime causation among juveniles today 
is the disintegration of the American 
home. In this respect the “‘home’’ front 
is not one-fourth as strong as it should 
be. Undoubtedly juvenile delinquency 
will continue to thrive until we are fer- 
vently determined to restore the home 
and ‘‘family unit’’ to their former posi- 
tion as the fundamental social unit in 
our national life. We need homes where 
the children feel inalienably attached 
to the family circle - a place where 
questions are answered, sympathy and 
affection received and frequent family 
activities promoted which allow expres- 
sion and participation by every member 
of the group. We need homes where 
children learn respect for their parents, 
respect for law, respect for God and the 
religious principles which must be per- 
petuated if America is to survive as a 
great nation. : 

In both the church and the home chil- 
dren must be made to understand their 
individual responsibility for personal 
conduct. They must gain a personal ap- 
preciation of the law of compensation 
and retribution which is unequivocally 
administered in the Heavens. Children 
must be encouraged to acquire suffi- 
cient religious conviction to fortify 
their moral conceptions for later years 
when selfish aggrandizement, strong 
personal ambitions, dishonest associ- 
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ates or some other negative influence 
may seek to entice them into bartering 
their birthright as honest, forthright cit- 
izens for sordid careers of corruption 
and crime. 

The monthly collection and analysis 
of crime statistics by the FBI consti- 
tutes a national crime barometer which 
shows that the eternal conflict between 
the forces of good and the forces of law- 
lessness and destruction exist day and 
night, as a two-fisted reality. Every 
twenty-two seconds throughout the past 
year, a major crime has occurred. Dur- 
ing an average day, 27 criminal homi- 
cides have been committed, as well as 
136 other felonious assaults. An average 
of 745 American homes have been bur- 
glarized every 24 hours, 124 innocent 
persons have been robbed, 2,209 larcen- 
ies have occurred and 514 automobile 
owners have been deprived of the use 
of their cars, by auto thieves. If such 
trends continue, it will mean that during 
the normal lifetime of the average Ameri- 
can 436,475 murders will be committed in 
this country, and 88,000,000 larcencies. 
burglaries. auto thefts and aggravated 
assaults will be perpetrated. 

Of the 1,300,000 major crimes commit- 
ted in one year, 18-year old boys and 
girls were guilty of perpetrating more 
than any other age group. And young 
Americans of less than voting age ac- 
counted for 65 per cent of all the car 
thefts, 55 per cent ofall the burglaries, 
39 per cent of all the robberies, 37 per 
cent of all the sneak thievery, 30 per 
cent of all the cases of malicious de- 
struction by fire and 13 percent of all 
the murders. And the weakening of 
moral fibre demonstrated by these 
figures is not the only problem. The 
lethargy and apathy of parents and 
adults who have been directly respon- 
sible for young people failing to re- 
ceive proper religious education or ob- 
tain a proper evaluation of the goveming 
principles which have brought the Amer- 
ican people to their present position of 
power and prosperity have also exposed 
our young people to false philosophies 
of starry-eyed theorists and the nos- 
trums of Utopian queckery. Failure of 
American parents properly to instruct 
their children in the fundamental tenets 

(See page 104) 
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SHADES OF EVANSTON! 


HE town is a lovely little one, boast- 
ing a population of between five and 
six thousand souls. It is the sort of 
place preferred by such as labor over 
big, mahogany desks in the nearby city, 
to the lesser charm, if greater conven- 
ience of residence in the city. 

And the souls of the town populace 
are not without a choice of nourishment, 
for, come Sunday momiags, parking prob- 
lems make themselves felt. For blocks 
the streets are lined solidly, with cars 
of worshippers in the Lutheran, the Pres- 
byterian, the Catholic, the Baptist, the 
Episcopal, the Wesleyan Methodist, the 
Christian Science and the Methodist 
churches, say nothing of the Fellow- 
ship Baptist, the Spiritualist, the As- 
sembly of God, the Jehovah Witesses 
or those numerous churches in the con- 
veniently nearby countryside, many of 
whose members live within the village 
limits. 

Many feel that the town is fairly well 
churched, and not without ample reason~ 
But reason does not always hold sway 
in ecclesiastical operations any more 
than it does in others. So - what kind of 
church plans to start in the little vil- 
lage? Will it be Congregational? Evangel- 


ical? Friends? Universalist ? Adventist? _ 


or any of the denominations not now hold 
ing services in the town? Of course not! 
They probably realize that for its size the 
town is quite adequately churched even 
though not all denominations and their 
fractions are represented. They may even 
understand that starting a mission 0 

their own would probably prove almost 
as costly financially as it would be 
spiritually. But where one finds two 
branches of the same denomination, split 


asunder on the basis of such evidermal 
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matters as linguistics, and confessional 
trivia when compared with the Christo- 
centric heart and soul of them both, one 
is justified in mentally questioning 
the motives prompting one for even think- 
ing of invading the limited territory serv- 
ed effectively for many years by the 
other. 

Aside from the question of ethics in- 
volved, there is another important angle 
which cannot safely be overlooked. The 
honest aim of the honest church active 
in honest endeavors, is identical with 
His. It was to “seek and to save.”’ 
Anything less than that as its purpose, 
rates a church in the same class as the 
whited sepulchre and the tinkling cymbal. 

The mere thought of rearing one altar 
against any other is bad enough, but to 
plan to rear one against Sees of the 
same denomination is unspeakable from 
every Christian viewpoint. 

Where such a breach of Christian 
ethics is pemitted, outsiders as well 
as insiders looking on in amazement 
and unbelief, are quick to sense the 
satanic fratricidal drama being enacted 
before them, and that in the name of 
Christ. While the average church-goer 
would stutter and stammer a bit in ex- 
plaining the distinctive doctrines of his 
church he is quick to sense and resent 
the minor differences of human opinions 
which have driven the various branches 
of his church into competitive camps 
and he suspects and challenges the 
motives of any encroachment of one 
division of the church upon the field of 
operations of another. He resents what 
he might speak of as a lack of sportsman- 
ship, if not Christian fellowship and 
brotherhood. For him the effect can be, 
wholly repelling rather than inviting. 

- (See page 104) 
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THE CHURCH 
at WORK 


SERVICE OF DEDICATION 

OF MEN TO THE WORK 

OF THE LORD 

Services of dedication of flags, of 
organs, hymnals, altar appointments and 
what-not are used in churches from one 
end of the land to the other. The pastor 
of a Methodist Church in a mid-west city 
shares his idea of a service of dedica- 
tion of men with Expositor readers. The 
hour of service was 3:30 in the afternoon 
and was followed by a fellowship hour 
and a light lunch. 

The Service 

Organ: ‘‘Coronation.”’ 

Prayer: Pastor. 

Choir:‘“Hail to our Star Gemmed Banner.” 

Scripture: Matt. 10:24-39, 

Choir and Worshippers: Battle Hymn of 
the Republic. 

Dedicatory Service for the Church Sons 
in the armed service of the U.S. 

Leader: To the freedom of humanity and 
the equal rights of man: 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Leader: For the establihsment of true 
democracy and the overthrow of 
tyrants: 

People: We dedicate the sons of our 
church. 

Leader: For the deliverance of the world 
from the menace of militarism: 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Leaders: For the guaranty of freedom of 
the seas aa the safety of small 
and mighty nations: 

People: We dedicate our sons, in the 
Name of the Lord. 

Leader: For the conversion of sinful and 
cruel ambitions into humble and 
dedicated service to the needy 
children of God: 

People: Accept Thou our dedication, and 
fill our sons with yeaming to know 
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and do Thy will among men. 

Leader: To the securing of the inviola- 
bility of treaties and good faith 
among the nations of the earth. 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Leader: For the protection of the weak 
nations in normal development a- 
long their own lines of language, 
customs + and ethnic ideals: 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Leader: For the quenching of the world 
conflagration by sarge at the 
torch-bearing foes of humanity: 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Leader: For the abolition of all war by 
the defeat of all wanton makers of 
war: 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Leader: For the defense of our country, 
the protection of humanity, the 
honor of the flag and the glory of 
God: 

People: We dedicate our sons. 

Choir and people: The Star Spangled 
Banner. 

Address: Our Debt To Our Sons. 

America. 

Leader: Lord God, our Father, make us 
as children who come to their par- 
ents for direction, for comfort, for 
approval and for assurance that 
Thou art near, ready to light the 
way ahead: 

People: Make us worthy, dear Lord. 

Leader: For strength, Heavenly Father, 
to follow Thy leading in the hours 
ahead: 

People: Make our faces to shine with 
joy, knowing Thy presence in our 

earts will point the way. 

Hymn: Great God, From Whom All Bless- 
ings flow. 

Benediction. 

Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty. 
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CHURCH LIGHT CONTROL UNIT 

Luxtrol Light Units, devised to oper- 
erate with both incandescent and fluor- 
escent lighting to make possible varia- 
tions of lighting for special needs or 
moods, from full brightness for reading, 
soft light for listening or relaxing, to 
candle-glow for Fela wehin groups, meet- 
ings, dinners or meditation hours. 


tee SUPERIOR ELECTRIC - 


The unit weighs about 21 pounds and is 
8% by 10 by 14 inches in size. It comes 
in several colors and retails around $30. 
For full information as to its possibili- 
ties in your church, write the Superior 
Electric Company, Bristol, Conn. 


MEMBERSHIP FLAG 

A Connecticut pastor is using the idea 

of the Service Flag seen in so many 

of our churches during the war, only he is 

using the idea of building a church mem- 
bership flag -- a star for every member of 
the congregation. The flag was started 
when the membership was small. Grad- 

ually stars were added for every new 

member joining and the little ritual was 
made a part of the service of reception of 
new members, so that each member mows 
which star on the flag is his. The flag is 
placed in the vestibule before each wor- 
ship service as a solemn reminder of the 
sacred pledges made by each member to 
God. After the organ signal is given, at 
the opening of service fs flag is carried 
into the church, up the center aisle and 
placed near the pulpit on the chancel 
step. It helps to keep awareness of mem- 
bership alive and healthy. At the close 
of the service, it is carried back of the 
worship area, the bearer standing beside 
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the flag at attention until the area is 
cleared. Many stop to touch the flag as 
they leave. A plan to indicate the mem- 
bers who have been called higher, is in 
process. 


A GRAY HAIRED 
BROTHER TALKS 

A gray-haired pastor of many years ex- 
perience says, “Every graduate from a 
theological school should have a pray- 
adviser or brother pastor, who will listen 
attentively to the troubles and experi- 
ences, the doubts and fears of the 
young.’’ However, he doubts that this 
would be a welcome suggestion so far 
as the young pastor is concerned, but he 
offers the following for what they may be 
worth: 
I, DONT TALK TOO MUCH! You will learn 
the answers with experience, and there will 
be plenty of time then. 
2. DONT BE OMNISCIENT! There is much 
to learn from life, and much more in the 
Bible. 
3. DONT LOWER YOUR FLAG! Temptation, 
arrogance, and supplication come your way 
because of your position in the community. 
4, DONT LET OTHER PEOPLE USE YOUR 
CONSCIENCE! People will come to you 
every day to borrow your conscience. Show 
them how to use their own, not to borrow 
yours and go out to sin again. It will weigh 
you doun and is no help to the sinner. 
3. DONT BE REMOTE! Dont make the mis- 
take of setting yourself apart from other men. 
True, you stand in “His place before men,”’ 
in so far as you have pledged yourself to 
use your talent, strength, grace and knowl- 
edge to help others to see God: however, 
every church member pledges himself to lend 
his ear to that truth, and pass it on to others. 
Don’t set yourself apart from others by a 
special vest, acane, ahaircut, or beard: 
we are ALL disciples, in His name, whether 
dedicated pastor or dedicated layman, 


THE LAMPLIGHTER- ; ; 

John Ruskin once sat with a friend in the 

dusk of an evening, watching a lamplighter, 

torch in hand, lighting the streetlig ts on a 

distant hill. Very soon the mans form was 

no longer distinguishable in the distance, 

but everywhere he went he left another light 
burning brightly. ‘‘There,”? said Ruskin, 

‘“that is what I mean by a real Christian. You 
can always trace his course by the lights that 
he leaves burning. It is our jobto keep the 
lights burning.” Selected 
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THE CHURCH FUND-RAISING COLUMN 
By Norman E. Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who has. 
contributed regularly to The Expositor for more 
than thirty years. For the last six years be has 
given full time to writing and professional fund- 


raising for churches. 


QUESTION: Are pledges negotiable? Can they 
be used for collateral? 


ANSWER: Actually, the only kind of pledge 
which could be considered as a negotiable 
instrument would be either a note or acheck 
Suppose the maker of a pledge became ill, 
his income stopped one he had a heavy’ 
ere bill. Would your church take the 
pledger into court, however the pledge was 

written, to compel payment? 

You can have a pledge so worded that it 
would be in effect a negotiable instrument, 
there are very few churches that would 
compel payment in any event. And ifthe 
church would not compel payment to be 
made, it is doubtful if any bank would be 
willing to attempt to secure payment under 
such circumstances. 

While pledges are not negotiable, in the 
Same way that notes and checks are, itis 
true that ordinarily a church can borrow on 
its pledges once a pattern for payment has 
been established. 

If your members have pledged $102,000 
over a thirty month period and ig the first 
six ce oweney on those pledges something 
over $20,000, it is quite possible that a 
bank would lend money for a building on 
the basis of the giving record which had 
been established. But it would not accept 
the pledges for collection. Instead, it 
would pic hebly grant a mortgage loan. 

Especially would this be true if the 
church was showing a large membership- 
gain at the same time that it was establish- 
ing a good payment record. 


For information which will belp you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund RaisingCam- 
paign, fill in the following coupon and mail 
it to the EXPOSITOR. No obligation. 


Dr. Nygaard, 
The Expositor, East Auroia, N.Y. 

Please send me information on your 
Church Fund Raising Campaigns. 


IN GI Gide Hath ass Teale, 5, 00 Gale. 


Address . . . . . . 


Citylor Twon. fe “i, 3s 9) #8 


Denomination. . .. . 
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Seven Answers To 


DeeeA Lae 
What Is It? 
IT is the greatest moment - the sum- 
total of our years spent on earth, 


IT is the end of our time - but a won- 
derful beginning of the Other Worla 


of timelessness. 


IT is the silencing of the physical 
machinery of the body - but also the 
liberation of the soul from all lim- 
itations. 


IT is the answer to all unanswered 
questions during the reign of the 


flesh. 


IT is the dethronement of sight - but 
the enthtonement of progressive 
vision. 

IT is the eradication of all suffer- 
ing - but the experience of continued 
radiant spiritual health. 


IT is the glorious and final provi- 
sion of God, for man -- “‘I go to pre- 
pare_a place for you.” 


Seni e ke Ne tese 


‘‘When our infant son passed into Para- 
dise,’’ says Dr. Porkess, “‘the.exper- 
ience gave me a new viewpoint on death 
as the greatest moment in life. 1 devoted 
a year to preparing a series of seven 


sermons on the subject which I preached - 


on seven consecutive Sundays. With the 
hope of reaching an increasing number, 
I printed the captions of each of the sev- 
en sermons (as above) on post-cards so 
they would be easy to carry with one. 
After every frneral service I conducted 
I asked some member of the bereaved 
family to accept two of the cards, keep- 
ing one and giving the other to some- 
one they knew who was under the spell 
of sorrow. Over ten thousand cards have 
already been so distributed. One crushed 
mother, weighed down by the death of 


her daughter, requested one hundred | 


cards which she sent on to others in 
need of solace. The circulation of these 
cards continues. In fact hardly a day 
passes that someone does not write for 
cards. 

Death, indeed, may become the greatest 
moment of life. 


William Porkess, D.D. 
The Expositor 
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GUIDE AND CHART 
FOR TIME PLANNING 

Planno, Inc. Los 
Angeles, offers a new 
pa designed to help 
arrassed church execu- 
tives to make more ef- 
fective use of their time, 
according to Edw. F. 
Baumer, a West Coast 
public relations exec- 
utive and the originator 
of the TIME PLANNING 
GUIDE. 

The Guide is set up 
as an annual time-plan- 
ning aid and has three 
features: 

1. A year-at-a-glance 

calendar. 

2. An adjacent sec- 
tion for outlining in 
advance, objectives to be achieved 
each month, each quarter. 

3. Space to work out a re-allocation 
of time in order that objectives may 
be accomplished. 

Known as PLANNO, it is described as 

a ‘‘simplified device for handling a very 
difficult subject,’’ that of time and pro- 
iect planning for specific months, quar- 
ters, years, by those responsible for the 
administration of programs for churches 
and affiliated organizations. 


MALE HELP WANTED 

When God wants a man to do an import- 
ant work for Him, He does not call the 
idle, but those who are already busily 
engaged in useful service. 

Amos was busy with his herds when 
God called him. 

Elisha was plowing in the field. 

Joseph was on a mission for his fa- 
ther. 

Moses was keeping the flocks in the 
desert. 

Saul was hunting his father’s lost 
asses. 

David was tending his father’s flocks. 

Daniel was serving the king. 

Peter and James and John were fish- 
ing. 
Matthew was collecting the taxes. 

Saul of Tarsus was zealously stamp- 
ing out what he thought was heresy. 


March, 1995 


| 
| 


So it has always been. Those who are 
performing well the lowly tasks of life 
are those whom God calls to His greater 
tasks. They have been tried and have 
not been found wanting. 

This truth is that one should bring 
new courage and inspiration to the one 
who is of necessity engaged in humble 
tasks. It is not the big task that counts 
in God’s plan for us, but the doing of our 
task well, whatever it be, whether ereat 
or small. The doing well of the lowly 
task fits one for the accomplishment of 
the greater. “‘Thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things.” Christian Observer 


NOURISHMENT VS. STARVATION 

A party of engineers became lost in 
the jungles of Africa. Their food supply 
soon gave out. They found some berries 
which seemed perfectly to satisfy their 
appetites. [They ate them for some days, 
but became weaker and weaker, and one 
after another died, until, when help fin- 
ally arrived there was only one left to 
tell the story. [He still had some of the 
berries, but when they were analyzed 
they were found to be absolutely worth- 
less as a food. While they did satisfy 
the men’s appetites, they were actually 
starving to death. Many people are like 
that -- perfectly willing to starve their 
souls on food of no nourishment when 
they might be feasting on the true Bread 
of Heaven. Adapted 
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Easter Promise 
HARRY A. G. ABBE 


Text: John 16:22. I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and 
your joy no one taketh away from 
you. 

HE superlative sequence of history 
T is the joy of Faster following upon 

the despair of Calvary and the gar- 
den tomb. This promise of Jesus fore- 
tells that triumphant sequence. But its 
proportions can be grasped only by a 
faith great enough to sweep all horizons, 
all eras, all races and peoples, and to 
embrace all highest ambitions and holy 
desires. The joy of the resurrection and 
Jesus’ promise of future companionship 
with Him without the fulfillment of such 
holy desires and the fruits of the Spirit 
which accompany them, would be incon- 
ceivable - love, joy, peace, longsuffer 
ing, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
meekness, self-control. Any survival 
after death is unworthy of contemplation, 
without the survival of such fruits of the 
Spirit. 

Our faith in eternal life is sustained 
by the fact that such fruits flourish lux- 
uriantly in the sunshine of that very 
faith, like flowers that turn to the sun 
for their life and would wilt and perish 
without it. How restricted would be the 
world of beauty without them. They a- 
dorn all human resorts and friendly meet- 
ings with their variety of splendor. And 
the fruits of the earth - they replenish 
the satisfaction of fitful taste, and add 
artful form and delightful refreshment for 
the genial host to set before his guest. 
Yet, all those flowers and fruits depend 
upon God’s faithful sun that sheds lide 


and heat upon His world continually. So 
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with the flowers and fruits of the Spirit. 
More desirable than any of the gifts of 
nature, they flourish because of faith in 
God, the Sun of righteousness that never 
sets, and His faithful promise of life 
everlasting. Without that faith and prom- 
ise they wilt; with them, they grow into 
heavenly beauty. Because Jesus basked 
in that Sun, the inimitable character He 
bore never failed. Such holy character 
is inextricably bound up with the resur- 
rection and Faster promise and their joy 
cannot be understood without it. 

This view is the more consistent when 
we consider the “proofs’’ of survival by 
the learned societies of psychical re- 
search. To turn from this heavenly vision 
to delve in those “‘proofs’’ is like de- 
scending from a mountaintop into a labo- 
ratory. They say little or nothing about 
God, the nature of the spiritual life, the 
communion of Saints, and they are very 
human compared with the grandeur, the 
dignity, exceeding joy and the transcen- 
dent gift of the Holy Spirit which charac- 
terize the Easter triumph. 

It is this higher, completer, maturer 
revelation that we depend on, more than 
audible, visible, palpable evidences, to 
validate the divine nature of the heaven- 
ly life; and convinced us that God has 
not spent endless ages leading up to the 
Christian revelation, and evolving the 
fruits of the Spiri’, only to have them 
blown away like flecks of foam on the 
billows of the ages! One sees that, if 
redeemed men could possess such holy 
desires, such spiritual endowments, in- 
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dependently of the grace of God, they 
would actually be rising higher than 
their Creator! 

Our Lord did not argue these things 
with His disciples, but they are all in- 
cluded in His promise to them. And God 
has not left us to meditate upon the prom- 
ises alone, but as if to beautify ‘‘the 
resurrection of the body’’ and gladden 
our hearts at this holy festival, He has 
endowed lyrical spirits with the gift of 
sacred song to utter the anavelael toy. 
Their precious treasures have lifted re- 
ligious poetry to words and tunes of in- 
expressible beauty, as they express for 
us the Christian conception of the Heav- 
enly life. They share with us their spir- 
itual experience, and it is just that ex- 
perience that offers the fuller proof of 
the verity of that heavenly life. 

Among the earliest hymnists is St. 
John of Damascus, of the 7th and 8th 
centuries. His Easter hymns, The Day of 
Resurrection and Come, Ye Faithful 
Raise The Strain, are soul-stirring for 
family devotions, public worship, and 
the Church Universal, all-rejoicing in 
the Easter season. The Day of Resurrec- 
tion was a part of the Faster canon of 
the Eastern Church, and sung on Faster 
day at Athens and throughout the Greek 
Church. 

There is the Faster hymn of Charles 


Wesley, Christ the Lord is Risen today, © 


Alleluia! which makes the walls resound 
with the multitude of voices it thrills 
with joy and hope. 

Many more carols of the coming dawn, 
each one a reflection of that “‘morming 
star” which shall be given “‘to him that 
overcometh,”’ brightening the whole hor- 
izon, proclaiming that sR a of 
night is past, and a new day is at hand, 
better than any before ever conceived, 
when all tears shall be wiped away, joy 
and peace and love shall prevail, and the 
hunger and thirst for righteousness shall 
be satisfied. Each of these sacred songs 
of eternal life fulfills those words of 
Charles Wesley’s famous line, Joy af 
Heaven to Earth Come Down, If it ha 
not been in heaven, it could not have 
come down, and if it had not come down 
it would never have appeared. 

Go out to the lake on a perfectly clear 
day, when the water is calm and the re-. 
flections are bright. Stand on the shore 
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and look over the silvery surface before 
you. The reversed images of the birches 
look as white as they appear on land. 
The wooded hills, the rowboat moored 
to the shore, the many other objects all 
look very much as they really are. The 
picture surprises and delights you, be- 
cause it is so colorful and so real. Of 
course it is not just like the world it re- 
flects, and you may say it is merely an 
illusion, [t is not really there. But even 
at that, you could not have the beautiful 
reflection without the actual existence 
of the objects reflected. The images. on 
the watery surface are the indubitable 
evidence of the actuality of those ob 
jects above it. Purblind visitors to the 
ake would see the reflections only dim- 
ly, and blind visitors not at all, and both 
would stand and listen in surprise, to the 
exuberant exclamations of those whose 
vision was complete. So it is with the 
reflections of the heavenly life mirrored 
so beautifully in our Easter hymns. How- 
ever radiant they are, they can be but 
imperfect reflections. ‘“‘For now we see 
in a mirror dimly; but then face to face.” 
Because our hymn writers and musical 
geniuses have been so greatly gifted 
with faith and spiritual experience they 
have been able to bridge the gap between 
symbol and reality, between the seen and 
the unseen, and picture in rich forms the 
vivid reflections of the heavenly life. 
They are more satisfying because 
they are based on the glimpses of the 
resurrection life, the ‘‘Father’s house,”’ 
the joyful reunion with His disciples, 
and the new life of the redeemed in the 
kingdom of God, as given by Jesus; 
upon references to the epistles, andthe 
promises and vivid pictures of the seer 
of Patmos. ; 
Inspired by the same sacred theme, 
literary geniuses have adorned it by 
their elaborate poetic expression. Dante 
in his Paradise of 1300 A.D. will not let 
the redeemed share equal rewards, but 
in the sun, the moon, planets and fixed 
stars,, up to the Emperean where is the — 
presence of God, they must be graded in © 
heavenly recognition according to the — 
oodness of their life on earth. Heavenly | 
fadite are won by competitive exami- 
nation. : 
Tennyson, in Jn Memoriam, tries to fol- 
tow his lost friend, Arthur Hallam, inthe — 
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oeguiling mazes of the life beyond, 
sometimes with happy memories, and 
gain with glimpses of vivid nearness, 
ind mingled too, with gloomy sentiments 
»f personal bereavement and sad despair 
yut all coming at last to the famous con- 
lusion of faith in 

That God, which ever lives and loves, 

One God, one law, one element, 

And one far-off divine event, 

To which the whole creation moves. 


And Victor Hugo turns from descrip- 
tions of the poor to portray his concep- 
tion of the life just beyond: ‘‘T feelin 
nyself the future life. I am rising I how 
toward the sky. The sunshine is overmy 
1ead. Heaven lights me with the reflec- 
tion of unknown worlds. You say the 
soul is nothing but the results of bodily 
,0wers: why, then, is my soul the more 
luminous when my bodily powers begin 
to fail? Winter is on my head, and eter- 
nal spring is in my heart. The nearer [| 
approach the end, the plainer I hear 
around me the immortal symphonies of 
the worlds which invite me. It is marvel- 
lous, yet simple. It is a fairy tale, and 
it is a history. For a half a century I 
have been writing my thoughts in prose, 
verse, history, philosophy, drama, ro- 
mance, tradition, satire, ode, song - I 
have tried all. But I feel that I have not 
said a thousandth part of what is in me. 
When I go down to the grave, I can say 
like so many others: “‘I have finished my 
day’s work,”’ but I cannot say, “I have 
finished my life.’’ My day’s work will 
begin the next morning. The tomb is not 
a blind alley. It is a thoroughfare. It 
closes in the twilight to open in the 
dawn. The thirst for the infinite proves 
infinity. 

More important than these brilliant lit- 
erary productions and many others too 
numerous to mention or recount, is the 
faith and hope which inspires them. It 
takes more than a casual interest in im- 
mortality to grasp the full meaning of 
the Christian experience which is behind 
them. A reluctant attendance at Church 
on Easter Sunday with ‘‘a multitude 
keeping hoyday”’ and a sigh of relief 
when it is over - such casual interest 
can hardly understand the joy of Easter 
and the radiance of its Christian hope. 
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Prayer and Temptation 
CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: Matt. 26:41. Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation. 


ROM the steeple of St. Mary’s in 

Cracow, Poland, a bugle has been 

sounded every day for the last 
seven hundred years. The last note sound- 
ed is always half muted and broken, as 
if some disaster had befallen the bugler. 
This seven hundred year commemoration 
is in memory of an heroic trumpeter who 
one night sounded a blast on his trum- 
pet ae summoned the pestis to defend 
their city against the hordes of the in- 
vading Tartars. As he was sounding the 
last blast of the trumpet, an arrow from 
one of the Tartars struck him and killed 
him. Hence the muffled note at the 
end, 

When I read these familiar words in 
the three Gospels, “‘Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation,” I think of 
what a faithful bugler Christ was for our 
souls. Across the ages, clear and unmis- 
takable, has sounded this blast on His 
bugle, warning His disciples, and you 
and me today, against the power of temp- 
tation. As that bugler on the tower died 
as he sounded the warning on his trum- 
pet, so you might say Christ died as He 
sounded forth this never-to-be silenced 
warming for our souls. Indeed, from the 
three sacred narratives, we can be cer- 
tain that even as He spake these words 
the marks of the bloody sweat were upon 
His brow. 

A man watched an Indian preparing a 
trap to catch a wild animal, and was sur- 
prised to leam that the Indian never 
springs the trap the first time the animal 
appears. Instead he lets it come repeat- 
edly to feed where the trap is and then, 
when it has become bold and thoroughly 
familiar with the surroundings, the In- — 
dian sets the trap so it will catch the 
animal, and he gets it. That is the way 
temptation works. It does not drive one 
shaft into the heart of its victim at first, 
but deceives it and lures it on, and then 
the fatal blow is delivered. 

Temptation is a sleepless, unweary- 
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ing enemy. Although men are often su- 
pinely oblivious By you and I have an 
enemy who is watching and waiting to 
find us off guard, and his patience is 
never worn out and his enmity is con- 
stant. How powerful a figure is that in 
the words the Lord spoke to Cain, warn- 
ing him against the temptation of hatred 
and jealousy that at length moved him 
to his dreadful crime, “Sin croucheth 
at the door.’’ The figure is that of a 
wild animal, flattened against the 
ground, watching and waiting to make 
his fatal spring. 

There are many things about tempta- 
tion which may well make a man stand 
in awe, but one thing is this: a single 
temptation not fought against with the 
divinely appointed weapons, but yield- 
ed to, can bring down in ruin a charac- 
ter that has slowly and painfully been 
built up through long years. 

Christ is not waming us against an 
imaginary danger when He warns us a- 
gainst temptation. In this fight with 
temptation "Ie says there is just one 
weapon to use and that one is Prayer. 
“‘Watch and pray, lest ye enter into -- 
that is, be conquered by, --temptation.”’ 
There is no real difference between 
watching and praying, as if they were 
two separate things. Indeed, the narra- 
tive in Luke says, “‘Rise and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation.”’ When a 
man is really watching against tempta- 
tion, he is praying against it, and when 
he is praying against it he is watching 
against it in the highest sense of the 
word. 

This is a sermon not spun out of the 
brain, but taken out of life and by it I 
wish to show, if possible, the power and 
the heplfulness and fidelity of prayer. 
She was a bright, attractive, and evi- 
dently intelligent young woman. What 
she told me and asked me did not amaze 
me, nor shock me, for nothing in the ex- 
pression of human nature ever does. I 
was, however, somewhat surprised that 
there was in her mind uncertainty as to 
the right or wrong of the action which 
had been proposed to her. Today, avin g 
had to do with a number of similar cases 
since that time, I must confess that | 
would not be surprised even at such ap- 
parent lack of certainty as to the right 
or wrong of what was contemplated. 


: March, 1955 


The young woman, a medical student, 
had fallen in with a young man, anda 
close relationship had sprung up. On 
both sides there was what they took to 
be a sincere affection. Out of their 
friendship there came a proposal as to 
a course of action. What was proposed 
was unusual, at least unconventional; 
and not so long ago would have been 
regarded with amazement and indigna- 
tion. But before committing herself: to 
this course, something evidently made 
her hesitate. Perhaps it wis the yet 
abiding touch of an early religious train- 
ing. She had consulted one of her col- 
lege instructors, who, dealing with the 
subject in an abstract rather Hak a con- 
crete way, seemed to sanction what had 
been proposed. Yet she was not satis- 
fied. Therefore, she had come to inquire 
what the voice of the Bible. the Church, 
the representative of religion, was on 
the subject. 

When I learned that she had been 
brought up as a Christian, | said to her, 
“Then you know the Ten Command- 
ments?’’ She answered that she did. 
“*Then, don’t you know that what you 
propose will be the breaking of one of 
those Commandments, and therefore sin- 
ful?’’ She replied that she was not sure 
that it was sinful. If she had been sure, 
she would not have consulted me. This 
perplexed me a little; and then wonder- 
ing how much of a Christian she was, 
I asked her, ‘‘Do you ever pray about 
it?’’ She answered, ‘‘Yes.’’ ““Ilow did 
it seem to you then?’’ “‘Oh, then,”’ she 
replied immediately, ‘‘it seems wrong.”’ 
“‘Then,’’ I said, ‘‘if I were you, I would 
follow the verdict of your prayer. Since 
your own prayer told you it was wrong, 
there was no need of consulting me, for 
you already had the advice of a far wiser. 
counsellor and friend.”’ 

With that she went out. Did she act 
upon the advice which [| had given her, 
or rather I had drawn from the depths of 
her own conscience? Did she cease to 
question the sinfulness of the action 
proposed? Qr, like many another, did 
she refuse to obey the verdict of her 
prayers? Of that I know nothing. But 
her quick response when I said to her, 
“‘How did it seem when you prayed a- 
bout it?”’ comes back to me now. But 
whatever her fate, prayer had done its 
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true and grand part. It had shown her the 
danger and sinfulness of what she was 
tempted to do. 


The Temptation Of A Friend 

This was a temptation of a friend, 
and for that reason one of the most dan- 
gerous of all temptations. In a letter 
written to me after a sermon on tempta- 
tion was this sentence -- “‘The one we 
regard as a bad actor rarely ever gets 
close enough to us to influence us, or 
to do us harm. It is our nice people that 
prove our stumblingblock, if we are not 
on our guard.’’ Temptation never comes 
as a devil, but always in the most at- 
tractive form, as the thing that appeals 
the most, the thing most admired and de- 
sired. This was certainly so in the case 
with which I am dealing. Friendship, 
a desire to please, and even more, af- 
fection, may serve to disguise thenative 
blackness and hideousness of tempta- 
tion and sin. Christ said to the devil, 
““Get thee behind me, Satan,’’ but He 
said the same thing, not only to the 
devil, but to His best friend, and the 
chief of the Apostles, Peter. He was a 
poor, wretched, degraded, and dishon- 
orable sort of a friend who had proposed 
what he did to this young woman, and 
was worthy only of her scorn and detes- 
tation. Nevertheless, it came from one 
who seemed to be a sincere friend, and 
that in itself gave a degree of plausibil- 
ity to the proposal and seemed to drape 
it with some decency. That temptation 
is most to be feared which mingles good 
with evil. 

Had this suggestion come from anyone 
but a friend it would have at once been 
repudiated. and dismissed. “‘He had a 
friend,’’ “‘She had a friend,’’are epitaphs 
which might be placed upon the grave of 
many a man or woman, 

The fact that this woman came to see 
me was a recognition on her part of the 
fact that the Necetes she would make 
would have an .important influence upon 
her life. She felt, however dimly, that 
she was at a tuming point of her path, 
and that her choice in that moment might 
bring to her strength and satisfaction, 
or sorrow and misery. What capacities 
for either happiness or misery every 
human breast has locked within it! 

Prayer, like the wind which sweeps 
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away the fog at sea, never fails to re- 
veal the headlands and promontories of 
the moral world. It reveals to man his 
etemal interests. In prayer you talk with 
your nobler self. 


The Value Of Prayer 

He was a capable looking, well dressed 
young man. When he came into my study 
I thought he had come to sell me some- 
thing, and I waited for him to state his 
errand. But I found that he had come 
for an altogether different reason. He 
was a young man of good position, good 
education, good background and family; 
son of a clergyman. In a few words he 
told me of his struggle with an evil ap- 
petite, the damage that it had already 
wrought in his life and the fear that it 
do him even greater injury. In this case 
there was no need to point out the real- 
ity of the temptation, or the sinfulness 
of what he was tempted to do. Already 
he realized that to the full. But he was 
beginning to find strength and help in 
prayer and sought for that help, not 
only in his own prayers, but in the pray- 
ers of others. He came not only to speak 
about his difficulty, but to have the as- 
sociation of intercession. When he rose 
to go, he said to me, “‘I am the son of a 
minister, brought up in a Christian home, 
yet I never used to think there was much 
in prayer; but now I begin to see there 
is something in it.”’ 

What had he begun to see and find in 
prayer? One thing he had found, that 
prayer revealed to him the greatness and 
the value of the soul. If he yielded to the 
temptation besetting him he knew that 
it would be a tragedy, and that degrada- 
tion and shame of the soul was the 
greatest injury which could befall him. 
Much has been accomplished when that 
has been made clear. It is when we re- 
alize that we have something of infinite 
value within us, that we are prepared to 
defend it against the assaults of the 
devil. That was the way the Hebrew lad 
felt in the palace of Potiphar when he 
cried, ‘‘How can I do this great evil and 
sin against God?’’ By showing a man 
the greatness of \hat is at stake, pray- 
er strengthens his arm for resistance and 
enables him to continue fighting. Satan 
has no difficult task with a man who 
meets him without a prayer. But ke knows 
he has a war on his hands when he tries 
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to drag down a soul which defends it- 
self with the armor of prayer. There is 
a word of truth in the couplet from the 
old hymn: 


Satan trembles when he sees, 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 


Yes, that is true, mysteriously, grandly 
true. The weakest saint upon his knees 
is armed with a weapon that Satan 
dreads beyond all else. There he is, 
Satan, thou great enemy of man’s soul! 
See what you can do with him. You can 
do nothing with him, for he is on his 
cnees. He is armed with prayer! The 
sreat business, then, of Satan, is to 
empt men to rise from their knees and 
1eglect to pray. But when a man prays, 
Satan has no power over him. 

When the pilot of a plane gets into 
mists or cloudbanks, what does he do? 
When the mists and fogs of temptation 
gather about a soul, that is exactly the 
thing to do — climb! And how can it 
climb? By that marvelous device, more 
wonderful than any invented by man’s 
mind, and that is Prayer. Prayer is the 
great upward motion of the soul. It lifts 
you above the clouds. 

Once on a flight across the continent 
I saw one of the most beautiful sights I 
ever expect to see. It was the clouds 
inder the plane, with the light of the 
morning sun shining on them. But there 
is one thing more beautiful than that, 
and that is when a soul which has over- 
come temptation by prayer, and has ris- 
en above it, looks down in triumph upon 
the conquered foe. 

There was once a king whom an en- 
emy tried to poison. He arranged that 
the king should he handed a cup of wine 
into which poison had been placed. But 
before the king drank of the wine, he 
made over it the sign of the Cross, and 
named the Name of God over it. Immed- 
iately the cup shattered in his hand. 
That is always the result of sincere, 
eamest prayer. Many a cup which is 
fair without and good to look upon, and 
which the soul would like to drink, will 
be found to be full of poison when itis 
prayed over before it is drunk. 

Hear once again that Voice that 
sounds out of Gethsemane, the Voice of 
that faithful Bugler, the great Lover of 


our souls, ‘‘Watch and pray lest ye en- 
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ter into temptation.’’ “‘And now unto 


Him who is able to keep you from fall- 
ing, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceed- 
ing joy; to the only wise God our Sav- 
iour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and forever. 


We Must Follow Him 


A. WALLACE COPPER 


Lext: John 13:36. Jesus answered, 


Whither I go thou canst not fol- 
low me now; but thou shalt fol- 
low afterwards. 


T ONE of the critical moments 
A in the life of Jesus, when He was 

strongly intimating to the disci- 
ples that the cross was before Ilim, 
Simon Peter asked, “‘Lord, why cannot 
1 follow Thee now?” The Master had 
made it clear the disciples were not pre- 
pared to go with Him to the Cross, but 
later they would follow Him. Events 
proved Jesus knew the disciples better 
than they knew themselves. He under- 
stood their weakness and strength, their 
potential power and limitations. The in- 
cidents that followed proved the validity 
of the Master’s position. When Simon 
was intimidated by the maid at the fire- 
side, and with acurse swore three times 
he had never known Jesus, he must 
have realized in the silence of that 
night the answer to his question, ‘“Lord 
why cannot I follow Thee now?” 

On every side we find people who 
would like life to be different. There are 
longings of the soul, cravings of the 
heart that go unsatisfied. Situations 
are faced that demand a power that is 
not material, disappointments are ex- 
perienced that require spiritual forces 
to overcome, and in the presence of 
these challenges millions are helpless. 
Regardless of the size of their material 
possessions, they find money cannot 
strengthen them in the hour of tempta- 
tion, nor can popularity give them suf- 
ficient strength to walk through life gal- 
lantly with a physical handicap that 
dropped suddenly upon them. 

A visitor to America might think ev- 


eryone here was satisfied and happy. 
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However, closer analysis would reveal 
the best sellers have to do with peace 
of mind, confident living, being sure of 
yourself. A satisfied people would never 
buy such books by the millions. Last 
year, in the United States, ten thousand 
people committed suicide, and more than 
a hundred thousand tried to do so but 
failed. Could the number of those who 
are miserable but failed to attempt per- 
sonal destruction be calculated? Surely 
in a society apparently dedicated to the 
mad rush to possess things, it is clear 
cravings of the soul, longings of the 
heart cannot be satisfied by the material. 
A distinguished visitor to this country 
declared he was amazed at the number 
of articles in magazines dealing with 
maintaining mental health, and the num- 
ber of institutions dedicated te the re- 
habilitation of collapsed nerves and 
mental instability. 

It is obvicus that what we need, the 
government cannot give us. In spite of 
our appreciation of colleges, we know 
that mere education cannot solve our 
problem. The spirit and teachings of 
Jesus Christ, the redemptive power He 
offers can alone save us. Why do we 
look everywhere else for help except to 
Him? Why do we search volumes on 
peace of mind, and steadfastly refuse 
to turn to the one book and the one Per- 
son who can give us what we need? 
There are millions who inwardly want to 
follow Him, but somehow they never 
get started. They ask Simon Peter’s 
question, “Lord, why cannot I follow 
Thee now?”’ 

There is no doubt that the reason 
Simon Peter could not follow Jesus on 
the path to Calvary, was fear. The Mas- 
ter knew he was a frantically fearful 
man. His loud boasts of loyalty, regard- 
less of consequences were a cover-up 
for his feeling of inferiority. Simon’s 
fear in the presence of the enemies of 
Jesus eeealah® reason for his inability 
to follow. He needed something he did 
not, as yet, possess. Whén he was ready 
Christ would give him power. 

Jesus made it clear to His followers 
that their way would not be easy. He 
told them they would deal with people 
who loved darkness rather than the 
light. He was not the sort of person who 
tempted people with glamorous pictures 
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of the Way, only to let them discover 
later it was not so. On one occasion, 
when a multitude seemed ready to fol- 
low, Ile uttered hard sayings about what 
they might expect. The New Testament 
declares they tured from Him and walk- 
ed with Him no more. 

Millions do not become His disciples 
because there is an inherent realization 
that they would become different per- 
sons, and their present practices would 
have to be abandoned. Also, there would 
be no line of safety where they would 
stop. In business, society, in circles of 
friends, a definite stand would have to 
be taken. It might cost them much. In- 
justice could not be overlooked. A man 
would have to be loyal to moral princi- 
ples regardless of consequences. Com- 
promise with convenient evil would be 
out. The fear of where they would end 
overpowers many as it did the multitude 
who tumed and walked with Him no 
more. One employer refused to hire a 
Christian, because, he declared, the 
man’s scruples might interfere with an 
occasional business deal. The belief in 
the survival of the slickest frequently 
stands in the way. 

There is a sense in which these peo- 
ple are right. Christ does lead us out 
into a strange and dangerous country. 
However, we are not alone. The sweet 
radiance of etemity shines in our hearts, 
illuminating the way, and by our side is 
One who constantly strengthens us. This 
is the only hope for the world. Without 
such people, God’s kingdom cannot be 
bom in the hearts of men, evil will not 
be overcome, and the nation, itself can- 
not hope to survive. Winston Churchill 
recently said that England’s economy 
was on a trap door and could be dropped 
into oblivion. The reason, he declared, 
was that people were spending too much 
of their limited savings on pleasure and 
gambling. Those who dare to follow 
Him are the hope of a people. 

Dr. Boreham told of standing in St. 
Paul’s cathedral with a friend, looking 
at Holman Hunt’s painting, ‘“The Light 
of the World.”’ The friend said to Bore- 
ham, ‘‘I never understood why the paint- 
er put a lantern in Jesus’ hand on such 
a brilliant moonlight night. Why the land- 
scape seems as ifiusinees as though it — 
were noonday.”’ A stranger interrupted 
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le conversation. He said he knew Hol- 
an Hunt and had been with him when 
e painted the picture. He pointed out 
1e undergrowth on the ground around 
1e door. The house was on the fringe 
f a wildemess. The Saviour was about 
» leave the open country bathed in the 
oonlight and plunge into the thickly 
ooded wilds. In preparation for the 
yurney in the darkness He lighted His 
untern. Now He was knocking at the 
oor of the house. His purpose was not 
) be invited in, but to invite the people 
f the house to come with Him on His 
lission, on the lonely journey. 

The reason many do not follow is be- 
ause they want to stay in the clearing, 
1 the moonlight. [t is safe. But Jesus 
ill not stay with us there. He goes 
rough the wilderness. If we are to fol- 
»w Him, we must go through the wilder- 
ess, too. 


There are many who do not follow Je- 
us because the prospect of a better 
orld, the kingdom of God, seems so 
smote. They say the world has been 
ineteen hundred years on its Christian 
ay, and the prospect of realizing what 
esus taught seems a long way off. Such 
eople fail to see two things. First, they 
9 not correctly evaluate the contribu- 
ons of Christ to society. To take out 
f our civilization everything made pos- 
ible by His followers would return us 
» barbarism. Our world is only sturdy 
» the degree that His teachings and re- 
emptive purpose have been adopted by 
en and nations. Second, history reveals 
at nations which have ignored Chris- 
an principles and have not followed 
demptive ways have gone down. Toyn- 
2e has made it clear the greatest enemy 
f a country is inner rottenness. This 
akes for easy outward aggressiveness. 
iner rottenness is the diabolical result 
f sin. 

We follow Jesus just one step at a 
me. There is no colossal leap into the 
ingdom. We are here. What Jesus wants 
; there. We cannot get there by leaps 
nd bounds, but by only one step at a 
me. One step leads to another. !Jean 
erry called it ‘‘the doctrine of the one 
‘e zs ? ‘ 
fF esed of a philosophical clock that 
as, supposedly, meditating on its fu- 
re. It thought that if it had ticked twice 
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a second, that would be 120 times a min- 
ute, 7200 times an hour and 172,800 a 
day. That would mean that it ticked 
63,072,000 times a year, or 630,720,000 
times in ten years. The story ends with 
the clock having a nervous collapse. The 
clock failed to realize it had to make 
only one tick at a time. We see people 
frantic over the slowness of Christian 
progress, and frustrated with the many 
things that must be done to usher in the 
world of Christ. 'lowever, the method of 
the Master to start here, nove out farther 
and in the fulness of time encompass all 
is the only valid way. 

Philips Brooks used to say that he 
learned the real lesson of Christian prog- 
ress by watching the lamp-lighter go 
down the street. As night came he saw 
this little man lighting the long rows of 
lamps, one at a time, until the whole 
street was bright. So it is that God goes 
down our lives and touches every exper- 
ience, and gradually, our whole life be- 
comes full of light. So it is in the world. 

Is it not better to be one of the bring- 
ers of light than to be content with the 
darkness? Though in this world we light 
the lamps one at a time, we do not light 
them alone. 

Christ brings understanding. At times 
every follower may feel lost in the maze 
of things. There were moments when the 
disciples were confused. After the cruci- 
fixion they said one to the other, “We 
thought it was he who should redeem Is- 
rael.’’ When they walked with Him on the 
Emmaus road, their eyes were opened 
and they beheld His glory. 

Dr. Paterson, in his book The Book 
That Is Alive, tellsof the famous French 
tapestry weavers who wove magnificent 
tapestries that are seen in the houses of 
the great. They did their work from the 
rear, and could only see a mass of loose 
threads and stitches. When the worker 
wished to see how his work progressed 
he had to walk around to the front of the 
loom to see the beauty that was being 
wrought by his patient labor. In our ™o- 
ments of discouragement because the 
world is so slow to follow the cedeemuee 
way, Christ shows us the other side o 
things. We see those who have become 
new creatures, we realize the Christian 
Church has been the father of creative 
reforms, and the Christian way is the 
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only hope against atheistic Communism 
or any other secular mode of life. 

Ours is the privilege of lighting the 
lamps in this dark world. Christ depends 
upon us. There is an old legend that 
tells of the Saviour, after He ascended 
to glory. Gabriel approached the Lord 
and asked, “‘What have you done, Lord, 
for the spread of the gospel?’” Jesus re- 
plied, “‘] have told Peter and John and 
Mary.’’ Gabriel held up his hands in hor- 
ror and exclaimed, “‘Lord, is that all 
you have done?”’ “‘Yes, Gabriel.”’ Jesus 
said, “‘that is all, but you don’t know 
my Peter and my John and my Mary.’’ 
Christ depends so much on us, we dare 
not fail Him. 


Prayer The Solution 


of Our Probems 
AARON. N. MECKEL 


Text: Psalm 34:4. 1 sought the Lord 
and he heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears. 


OME of you will recall The Raft, the 
story of three men adrift in a rubber 
boat over hundreds of miles on the 
Pacific ocean. After having been adrift 
for many days and nights, one of them 
suggested that they pray. ‘““There was 
comfort,’’ says the leader in the book, 
in passing our burden to someone bigger 
an ourselves in the empty vastness.”’ 
Well, that is the way countless are 
feeling in the rugged days in which we 
are living. There is the ‘‘empty vast- 
ness’’ of our personal problems, of our 
divided and disgruntled world, of our 
homes, business, and professional life. 
Instinctively we believe that spiritual 
power is available but we have failed to 
release it. Our fumbling hands haven’t 
thrown the right switches. We seem to 
be so concemed with theoretical ques- 
tions about prayer, and know so little of 
its great power. We resemble a party of 
bathers, on a delectable beach, arguing 
about the sort of bathing suit they should 
wear! Buthungry men need rae bee be- 
fore them, and thirsty men need water. 
Dr. Alexis Carrol, gives us his testi- 


mony with regard to prayer. “‘As a physi. - 


cian, f have seen men, after every other 
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therapy has failed, lifted out of disease 
and melancholy by the serene effort of 
prayer.”’ He offers his firm conviction 
that prayer links us with the Power that 
spins the universe. 

To such testimony the Psalmist adds 
his own. He is a practitioner of prayer, 
and he says, “‘I sought the Lord, and he 
heard me, and delivered me from all my 
fears.”’ 

Glenn Clark, great man of prayer, in- 
sists that we should pray the prayer of 
faith, and -- like the parachutist -- 
‘Sump right off where we are into the 
surrounding atmosphere,’ confident that 
we shall be sustained. That is what the 
Psalmist is telling us. He sought the 
Lord, was heard of Him, and was lifted 
out of crippling and hindering fears. Here 
truly is the greatest art and science of 
them all, the solution toall our problems. 

Prayer, in the name of Jesus, is the 
solution to our wistfulness, the answer 
to our dumb groping after the meaning 
and purpose of life. If zest and enthusi- 
asm have departed much of our modern 
living, the trouble lies with ourselves. 
If God’s love is not shed abroad in our 
lives, it is because we are inwardly 
blocked and shut off from the source of 
power. 

Most of us know theparable of the 
prodigal son. Not enough of us know the 
Psalm of the prodigal. “‘Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me 
with thy free spirit. (Psalm 51:12) 
The writer of the psalm knows the inner 
discontent of the soul that can rise so 
high and fall so low. And like so many 
of us he needs to pray the prayer of re- 
pentance before God’s glory can be re- 
stored to his life. ‘Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.”’ (Psalm 51:10), Now we need 
to pray that prayer every day of our 
lives! It is the “‘stoop of the soul, that 
in bending, upraises it too.” 

The wife of a nationally known col- 
lege president recently gave her testi - 
mony. For many years she had been a 
nomina: Christian, good enough to get by 
but that was all. She had her name on 
the membership roll of her church and 
had served on many a committee. She 


_would have come within the category of 


those who have “‘just enough religion to 
make them miserable.’” Then she met a 
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spiritually radiant missionary and his 
wife, who had just returned ‘from service 
abroad. They led her into a personal 
kindling, experience of the power of 
Christ. For the first time in her life she 
learned how to pray the prayer of faith. 
From that time on she has known the 
presence and power of the living Christ 
in her life. No wonder her face is now 
radiant! 

Those who have seen Thorwaldsen’s 
famous statue of Christ tell us that, if 
you would look into the face, you must 
first kneel. It is when we kneel in the 
spirit of heartfelt repentance before God 
that we rise up spiritually empowered, 
strong to live. 

Prayer is the solution to our inner 
wistfulness of heart. It is when we open 
the shutters of our heart that God’s light 
streams in. 

Prayer is also the solution of strained 
human relationships, and the inevitable 
misunderstandings that arise between 
people. The atmosphere of this troubled 
day is beset with friction and irritations. 
We get on each others’ nerves. 

Prayer brings the vertical dimension to 
bear on our horizontal relationships. You 
simply cannot go on hating or disliking 


anyone for whom you pray. And there, up- 


on your knees, before the Infinite For- 
giver, that person towards whom you feel 
disgruntled, is seen in an entirely new 
light. You begin to see him as God must 
see him. You come to understand how 
you, yourself, must have failed some- 
where in the human equation. At the foot 
of the Cross you discover again the mean- 
ing of the words, “‘forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath 
forgiven you.” 

When man listens, God speaks, 

When man obeys, God acts. 


Many people are finding that prayer 
does lighten the burdens of life. What 
has seemed too heavy to bear, now be- 
comes strangely light. The very act of 
prayer ushers the suppliant into a king- 
dom of life in which strength, and power, 
and resources are infinite. 

A humble woman used to leave church 
after hearing Phillips Brooks pour out 
his great heart in his sermon, saying, 
“‘He always makes me feel so strong.” 
It wasn’t that the burdens of her life had 
become smaller; it was rather, that she, 
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herself had become spiritually larger and 
stronger, as she listened to one who 
knew that “‘the joys of the Lord’? may 
be man’s strength. 

Prayer, in the Name and spirit of Je- 
sus, can fashion a new world out of the 
prevailing chaos. 

I began with the story of the three men 
on a raft, who, through dire necessity, 
learned to share their burdens with One 
who was greater than they, themselves. 
Rut, as you look, you see that today all 
humanity is on that raft. After hearing a 
lecture on the menace of Communism, a 
woman went to her pastor and said, ‘‘Ev- 
erything looks so hopeless, doesn’t it?”’ 

There is a reply to that query. No, it 
does not look hopeless when you pray 
about it and look at this broken and di- 
vided world through the eyes of Jesus 
Christ. Not whenyou surrender that world 
into the hands of the Almighty God, and 
offer your own self, body, mind and soul 
that you might become a channel of spir- 
itual power. 

If any man has cause to be pessimis- 
tic, surely that man is Secretary of State, 
John Foster Dulles. The target of abuse 
by the cynics of the hour, he has been 
labeled a ‘‘Puritan Politician.’’ Amer- 
ica’s great Secretary of State believes ar 
dently in the power of prayer to alter the 
drastic world situation. And he is hum- 
ble enough to kneel with a preacher- 
friend, at the conference table in the 
State Department, to seek God’s will 
and solution for our world problems. 

There are those who say that the Pres- 
ident talks and looks more like a preach- 
er than a stateman, or a great military 
leader. Others are of the opinion that he 
is the greatest believer in prayer we 
have had in the White House since Abra- 
ham Lincoln. However that may be, here 
are the president’s own words, uttered 
before the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, Illinois, last summer. ‘‘The 
goal should be nothing short of inviting 
every ange person, in every single 
country, who believes in a Supreme Be- 
ing, to join in this mighty, intense act of 
faith. If this mass dedication launched 
an unending campaign for peace, suport- 
ae by Breyer: I am certain wondrous re- 
sults would ensue.’’ We American peopl 
should thank a kindly Prddenee oe 
placing such men of faith at the helm of 
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our nation in this time of crisis. 

Let us bear solemnly in mind however, 
that if prayer is to change our world, we 
must begin by letting it change our own 
lives. This so-called spiritual crusade, 
this mass dedication must begin with us. 
What is needed in this exigent hour is 
not bigger and better bombs and battle- 
ships, but bigger and better men and wo- 
men. We can repair where our founding 
fathers repaired when trials came upon 
them and their loved ones - to the 
throne of Heavenly grace. God’s hand 
is not shortened, that He cannot save. 
His arm is stretched out still. Our homes 
need to become again, altars of prayer, 
and our churches places of intercession. 
Then, not only on our coins, but upon 
our hearts will be inscribed the words, 
“In God we trust.”’ 

God grant us a revival of heart-felt 
prayer in America! Then shall the radi- 
ant assurance of the Psalmist be ours 
also: “‘Tke Lord redeemeth the soul of 
His servants, and none of them that 
trust Him shall be desolate.”’ 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


SENDING A PIGEON 
Text: Gen. 8:8 - Also he sent forth a dove 


from him. 

There was a very unteresting little ad 
I saw recently in a foreign newspaper, 
of which I want to tell you this morning. 

It read: 

Mr. Strachan’s Messengers 
actually fly. 

Now I know that you little folks don’t 
know as much about messengers as some 
of us older people, or as much as you 
will in a few years, but there are not 
many messenger boys who are so fast 
that they really fly. In fact one often 
wonders if the messenger who is doing 
a job for one, is moving at all, say no- 
thing of flying on his errand. So I want- 
ed to know more about these messengers 
who actually fly. 

In our day aie are many inventions 
made for the purpose of speeding things 
up a bit. I am sure you have all been in 
large department stores where the stair- 
ways move all the time to speed the cus- 
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tomers on their way. I’ve been in a big 
factory where the messenger boys all 
go about their work on roller skates just 
to help them move faster, and out in the 
plant some boys got around on scooters 
driven by electric motors. 

But what about these messengers that 
fly? Was that just a joke? Not at all, for 
those messengers were pigeons, believe 
it or not. 

It appears that Mr. Strachan started a 
store not long ago and when one of his 
new customer came in and asked for an 
article he did not have in the new store, 
Mr. Strachan said, “I am sorry, but I do 
not have one of those in this store, but 
I’ll send a pigeon to the other store for 
one for you.” 

The customer left the store thinking 
that Mr. Strachan was slightly cracked 
in the head. But he had hardly reached 
home before the article he had asked for 
at the store was delivered to him. 

Of course it was not a pigeon who 
made the delivery, for the article was 
too big and heavy for a pigeon to carry. 

What had happened wasabout like this. 
Mr. Strachan sent a homing pigeon from 
his new store to the main store he own- 
ed in a town twenty miles away. The 
pigeon carried a note fixed to his leg, 
in a little metal tube. That note was 
an order for the main store to deliver 
the article the customer wanted. So it 
was not very long before a van’ drove up 
before the customer’s home and the item 
was delivered. 

It is a marvelous and mysterious power 
these homing pigeons have, isn’t it? No 
matter where they are tumed loose, they 
always fly straight home, evenif it be 
many miles away. 

A breeder of these interesting birds 
told me an astonishing thing about one. 
A Homer pigeon that was taking part in 
a race was caught on its way home and 
its captor clipped its wings so it could 
not fly. It was kept a captive for almost 
three years when its captor felt it was 
his for good. But when it was released 
and its wings were fully regrown, it 
took the first chance it had, and straight 
as an arrow, it winged its way to the 
home it had not seen for three years. — 
How could it do that? Nobody really 
knows. It was acting on what we call 
instinct. : 
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And there is something like that in the 
souls of all of us. Since we come from 
God, within us there is an instinct, or 
feeling for God. That is just what a very 
wise man named St. Augustine meant 
when he said, ‘‘Our hearts are restless 
till they find their rest in Thee.”’ 

There are some folks who, like the 
Homer pigeon with the clipped wings, 
smother that feeling, but it is there just 
the same, away down deep inside, all 
the time, pointing us, guiding us longing 
ly back to God, who is our Father and 
our Friend. Adapted 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


FAITH AND WORKS 


Text: James 2:20- But wilt thou know, 
O vain man, that faith without 
works is dead? 

An old ferry-man in the Highlands has 
painted the word “‘faith’’ on one oar and 
“‘works’’ on the other. Most passengers 
ask him the reason. “‘Well,”’ is his reply 
“‘to make a passage across the river you 
need both oars. See where ‘faith’ with- 
out ‘works’ takes us.’’ He ships one oar 
and pulls with ‘faith’ only - round and 
round in a circle, while the stream drifts 
them toward the sea. ‘Or try ‘works’ 
without ‘faith,’’’"he says, ‘‘Well, you 
make just as little headway. And it’s 
just the same in the joumey through 
earth to heaven!”’ 


HOW DO YOU BUILD 


T ext: Matt. 7:24- A wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock. 

On August 31, {osa, a hurricane swept 
across New England, felling thousands 
of trees, and leaving untold damage in 
its path. Of the trees that fell, some 
were uprooted because their roots were 
too shallow, some broke off because 
they were decayed at their center, and 
some were too inflexible, and were snap- 
ped off by the fury of the storm. 

The storms and tensions of our times 
have revealed similar weakness in peo- 
ple’s lives. Some lack roots of faith to 
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Catalog 
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Albany 1, New York 


hold them steady when the storms of 
temptation and troubles come. Someare 
weakened by the presence of unconfess- 
ed sin in their lives. Some are infexible 

in their pride and self-will, resisting the 


will of God in their lives. 


FORGIVING OTHERS. 


Text: Matt. 6:12- Forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. 

When Leonardo da Vinci was working 
on his painting of The Last Supper, he 
became angry with a certain man. Losing 
his temper he lashed the other fellow 
with bitter words and threats. Returning 
to his canvas he attempted to work on the 
face of Jesus, but was unable to do so. 
He was so upset he could not compose 
himself for the painstaking work. Finally 
he put down his tools and sought out the 
man and asked his forgiveness. He re- 
tumed to his work shop and finished © 
painting the face of Jesus. 


A MIGHTY FORTRESS 


Text: Psalm 46:7- The Lord of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. 

In the year 1521 Martin Luther was 
summoned to appear before the Emperor, — 
Charles the Fifth, at the Diet at Worms. 
As he and a few friends rode toward the © 
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city to answer the accusations of his en- 
emies before the Emperor, himself, many 
tried to dissuade him from going to the 
Diet. But Luther refused the pleas of his 
friends to play safe and tum back. One 
of his friends said, ‘Do you not fear 
death? Have you some mystical source 
of power?’’ Then from his great knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures Martin Luther re- 
sponded by quoting from the forty-sixth 


psalm, “A mighty fortress is our God! 
Be still and know that I am God; I will 
be exalted in the earth. The Lord of 
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is 
our refuge.”’ 

Luther continued, “‘If we would always 
pause when we get badly frightened and 
remember that God is a mighty fortress 
in the storms and perplexities of this 
life!’’ Then he stopped short as an in- 
Spiration came to him. ‘‘What a hymn 
that would make!’’ And so one of the 
greatest hymns of all time had its begin- 
ning, the hymn which has been called, 


“‘The Battle Hymn of the Refomation.”’ 


A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
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CREED OF OUR HOPE, Merrill R. Abbey, 
Abingdon Press. 109pp. $1.75. 


Dr. Abbey looks upon the Apostles’ Creed 
as putting “‘Minimum essentials in portable 
form,’’ for ‘‘carrying basic convictions.” 
HHe interprets the Creed in contemporary 
terms with an application of each section to 

ive it a forward look -- “Our hope”’ -- so 

e reader will no longer look upon it as out- 
dated, or a mere mechanical form. In the sec- 
tion on Jesus Christ he says, ‘‘so the pos- 
sibility grows on us that what we think of 
Him may well tum out to be a kind of judg- 
ment on ourselves.” In seeing God behind 
the suffering of Christ he finds the clue to 
reality back of the suffering of the Christian, 
and constantly makes application to our 
needs as well as understanding by a wealth 
of illustrative material. The resurrection he 
sees as a challenge, belief in the Holy Spirit 
as enabling us to experience God. The tri- 
umph of the spirit is seen in the Christian's 
eternal life and bodily resurrection. Here is 
a valuable book for Mushe would find a vital 
meaning and a living hope behind a reverent 
study of the old Apostles’ Creed. 

Claude Richmond 
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MACARTNEY 
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OF TEKOAH 


Intriguing, unforgettable ser- 
mons based on Bible charac- 
ters. Among the dramatic lead- 
ing figures are men and women 
whose names are famous and 
infamous, loved and hated, es- 
teemed and despised. In the 
lives of these Bible characters 
we see the same unbending 
divine law that guards and 
guides us today—the same eter- 
nal compassion of our forgiv- 
ing Father. 

12 vivid messages by a mas- 
ter of the biographical sermon 
—to help strengthen our falter- 
ing hearts and firm our feeble 
purpose. $2 


Also by Clarence E. Macartney 


YOU CAN CONQUER, $2 
STRANGE TEXTS BUT GRAND TRUTHS, 


CHARIOTS OF FIRE, $2 
THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED, $2.50 


MOUNTAINS AND MOUNTAIN MEN OF 
THE BIBLE, $2 


THE WISEST FOOL AND OTHER MEN OF 
THE BIBLE, $2 


TRIALS OF GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE, $2 
GREAT INTERVIEWS OF JESUS, $2 
GREAT NIGHTS OF THE BIBLE, §2 
MACARTNEY’S ILLUSTRATIONS, &3.95 


bookstores 
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Christendom’s Most Comprehensive 
Commentary 


12 VOLUMES 


“Calculated to be of the greatest service 
to a wide circle of Bible students and 
preachers.”—TuHEoLocy Topay 


To help you meet the needs of people 
where they are—in the pews on Suriday, 
in the public conduct of business and 
daily living, in their private moments of 
meditation—here are complete texts and 
full commentary for your teaching, your 
preaching, your own Bible study. 

Through the centuries the books of 
Psalms and Proverbs have brought com- 
forting and strengthening power into hu- 
man lives and hearts. These two books are 
the supreme Old Testament example of 
man’s search for, and experience of, the 
living God. No other biblical writings— 
with the exception perhaps of the Gospels 
and some of Paul’s letters—have gone so 
directly to the heart of Christendom, 

A volume “of the greatest service’ to 
the man who must preach on Sunday— 
and must minister to the needs of his 
people every day. 


Previously published ... 


Old Testament volumes 1, 2, and 3; 
New Testament volumes 7, 8, 9, and 10 


Eacu Vo.tumeg, $8.75 


The remaining volumes to be published at 
half-year intervals, 
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A DICTIONARY OF PASTORAL PSYCHOL- 
OGY, Virgilius Ferm. Philosophical Library, 
336pp. $6.00. 


Here is an exceedingly useful and con- 
venient volume by that prolific author in the 
fields of theology and Sonthel) 4ae and editor 
of encyclopedias in the same field, Virgilius 
Ferm. 

In all the strange vocabularies that have 
sprung up through the moder interest in psy- 
chalecs is many a term a pastor would wis 
to clarify in his mind, and quickly. Here is 
the book for him, and alphabetical for rapid 
reference. 

Just leafing through the book is enormous- 
ly interesting . Fascinating topics meet the 


eye at every turn. The aim, to ae rapidly 
and concisely, information in a Lae com- 
plex field that the pastor may use in his work 


among his people, as also to afford aid to an 
intelligent grasp of the terms that occur more 
and more frequently in current writing, Seems 
well attained. And not only for the pastor, 
but for anyone the book can be a ready and 

suggestive help. Paul H. Roth 


THE CATHOLICITY OF PROTESTANTISM, 
R. Newton Flew and Rupert E. Davis, Muhl- 
enberg Press. 159pp. $1.75. 


This volume is on the order of a report pre- 
sented to the Archbishop of Canterbury by a 
group of Free Churchmen, but it reads with 
remarkable vitality and interest. It grapples 
with central themes as held by Protestants 
on both sides of the ocean, such themes as 
‘‘The Concept of Catholicity and The Faith 
of Protestants,’’ ‘*‘The Creation of Man and 


| His Fall,’”’ ‘‘The Church, The Ministry and 


The Sacraments,’’ and “The Doctrine of 
Authority.”’ 

Any serious student of Christian truth will 
find this book both fresh and stimulating in 
thought. It will repay the time and effort to 
peruse its pages in many new insights and 
and convictions. Certainly the book does 
what needs desperately to be done in Prot- 
estant circles: it a es the faith by 
which we live and orients the basic lines of 
thought which bindus to Christ and establish 


our creeds in the Scriptures. Jobn W. McKelvey 


THE CHRISTIAN HOPE, T. M. Kantonen, 


| Muhlenberg Press. 114pp. $1.50. 


While this book was written in relation to 
the World Council of Churches Assembly at 
Evanston, it serves a continuing purpose and 
Pepe Ge a stimulating search for our faith ~ 

or the things which endure vital and etermal. 
The author, professor of theology at Hamma 
Divinity School in Springfield, Ohio, since 
1923 tackles his theme in five chapters, 
“Christ Our Hope,” “If a Man Die.’’ ‘‘The 
Harvest of History,’’ ‘‘The Promise of His 
Coming,’’ and “the End of All Things.’ 

His grasp of Christian truth and his knowl-— 
edge of history enable Dr. Kantonen to deal 
with this total theme in a way that quickens 
the understanding and renews the faith which 
is ours in Christ. He possesses the happy 
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faculty of making profound truths simple and 
deep things plain. The preacher will of 
course read these chapters with ready com- 
prehension, and so also will the layman who 
seeks to understand the faith once delivered 
to the saints. Jobn W. McKelvey 


MEN OF THE HIGH CALLING, Charles 
Neider. Abingdon Press. 239 pp. $3.50. 


An anthology, by definition, is a collec- 
tion of flowers. Charles Neider has gathered 
together in this volume a fascinating boquet 
of charming blossoms bound together by the 
tie of loving human service. 

The stories number fourteen, and each 
features a known minister, priest or rabbi. 
The writers are of known stature; Stephen 
Vincent Benet, Lloyd C. Douglas, G.K. 
Chesterton, Tolstoy, Sholom Aleichem, Haw- 
thorne, Ian Maclaren, Franz Werfel, J.M. 
Barrie, and others. There is variety here, 
pathos, humor, courage and sacrifice. Alto- 
gether good reading, full of human interest, 
and in various degrees instructive and inspir- 
ing. Paul H. Roth 


LOOK TO THE LIGHT, Emestine Hoff 
Emrick and Ernest G.Hoff. Brethren Pub- 
lishing House. lllpp. $2.50. 


This 96 page book, well printed, con- 
tains poems by Mrs. Emrick illustrated 
by her father. it may be a_ book which 
will appeal to many for its beauty and 
inspiration. W.R.Siegart 


STEWARDSHIP STUDIES, Roy L. Smith, Ab- 
ingdon Press. $2.75, 


Any book by Roy Smith deserves attention. 
This volume contains 237 texts and their 
sae aerea interpretations, each one page in 
length. It fills a vast need for stewardship 
education, and should be of value to pastors, 
teachers, leaders and others who are busy 
in the Lord’s work. Highly recommended. 

W.R.Siegart 


DIG OR DIE BROTHER HYDE, William J. 
Hyde. Harper. $3.00. 


From sod hut to city church are the 
extremes traveled by Brother Hyde. This 
is an appealing story of a pioneer Meth- 
odist minister whose gentle Christian 
character shows through every page. 
Over the story might be written, “‘For of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.”’ 

W.R.Siegart 


OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM, Modena M. Stu- 
debaker. Brethren Pub. House. $1.75 


Here are 16 stories, four each from India, 
China, Nigeria and Ecuador, written about 
children and for children. The author was a 
missionary in Nigeria for 17 years. Such stor- 


ies always have an appeal of their own. 
; a as W.R.Siegart 
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EVANSTON 
(From page 81) 


We poor mortals overlook the fact that it 
is much easier to lose a member than to 
find one. So my thought is for those out- 
side the church and the nominal church 
member, and their reaction to our opera- 
tions in the church. On such the church 
must depend. 

Of course I am warmed of heart, by the 
growth of the church, but how hardly 
when the growth of one is at the cost of 
another bearing the same name, and [ am 
inclined to go along with Dr. Sittler when 
he says, “‘There is a whole lot more to 
the ecumenical movement than the for- 
| mal study, the responsible speeches and 
the great world-wide assemblies that 
anyone can see and hear,’’ and with the 
protest of John Wesley against the “‘par- 
tition walls which either the craft of the 
devil or the folly of men built up.’? JMR 


PIPE ORGANS 
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Hle who drew the original plans for your 
life and mine, will prove the most will- 
ing and most helpful Counsel to aid us 
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let us prepare your original sermons, 
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CRIME CHALL ENGE 

(From page 80) 

of their American heritage have permit- 
ted many “‘isms’’ to thrive like parasites 
gnawing at the vitals of the constitu- 
tional government and destroying the 
ideals of liberty and equal opportunity 
for which America stands. The orly 
“‘ism’’ compatible with the religious and 
freedom-fostered ideals of the United 
States is an alert, vigorous, wide-awake 
Americanism. 

It has become imperative that every 
American arouse himself to the urgent 
necessity of instituting in each com- 
munity a wide variety of activities, pro- 
grams and policies designed to counter- 
act the present trend. Respect for law, 
personal liberty, life and property must 
be preached, taught and practiced. There 
must be a veritable crusade against 
crime. The churches have a vital task 
in making contact with our youth, in re- 
deeming and restoring the American 
home, in providing inspirational reli- 
gious leadership, to make America the 
law-abiding, God-fearing nation our fore- 


fathers designed it to be. 
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